Newsletter of the

Troutdale Historical Society

April 2008

Please Mark
Your Calendar

April 4
First Friday at The Depot
Local authors Sharon Nesbit,
Tom Cowling and Alice Mitchell
will be signing their books.
Wine tasting by Leaning Star
Winery in Corbett and Music by
the Easwind Jazz Quartet also
from Corbett.
5-9 p.m.

April 19
Museum Round Robin
Phillip Foster Farm
Mcloughlin House
Barclay House
9-5 All Day Event

April 20
Program Meeting 2 p.m.
Oral History
Sharon Nesbit will interview
Elsie Simnitt at City Hall

May 3
Tea & Tour
Ilam. & 2 p.m.
Barn Museum

May 17
Annual Cemetery Tour
Sharon Nesbit and Stan Clarke
will lead this year’s tour to Fort
Vancouver and beyond

The Lone Ranger

Dennis Crow

and Charlie McCarthy
took us on a trip back
in time at the

1940’s Radio Show
presented at

March’s Program Meeting.

The radio cast of Gunsmoke




> From the Director’s Chair

by Terry Hustow

The Troutdale/Fairview Elemen-
tary Reunion has taken on a life of its
own. As I sit here on Friday morning,
the day before the event and wonder
how much food to buy, the phone is
ringing off the hook with people who
want to come. It sounds like it is go-
ing to be a big success and a lot of fun.
I think we are at somewhere around
150 and growing. More on that next
month.

This year’s Tea & Tour is going to
be at the Barn Museum in honor of
Troutdale’s 100* Birthday. Invitations
are in the mail, so if you have not re-

ceived yours, call the Depot. We had
to turn people away last year, so it is
important that you get them back to
us with your money right away.

I am enclosing a picture of my
dad in this issue, but I can not write an
obituary and keep the personal out of
it. He was a son, a brother, a soldier, a
husband, a father, a friend and one of
the kindest, most laid back people on
the planet.

To me as a child, he was safety. |
used to hit my brothers (just because I
could) and run really fast and sit on
Dad’s lap. I was safe there. It didn’t

take me long to figure out that Dad
went to work the next day and my
brothers were still there. He will be
missed forever
and always.
Thank you to all
of you who at-
tended his ser-
vice, sent cards,
letters, flowers
and money in
his honor to the
historical soci-
ety. He would
be pleased.

The death of Orlin Huston reminds
me of a wonderful box of artifacts that
Orlin and Barbara sent to the Harlow
House museum years ago after they
retired and were thinning out things.
Among those items is one of my fa-
vorite Harlow House artifacts, a beau-
tiful chrome toaster from the 1920s de-
signed in an art deco style with a clever
hinge mechanism so that you could
flip the toast to the other side.

I love showing it off when I am
hosting the house.

[ usually add a story from the let-
ters in our collection from Irene
Douglass Waldo. Irene, who grew up
in Troutdale, left town before the ru-
ral part of our city got electricity. She
went to work as a school teacher in
Eastern Oregon where they were much
more advanced and actually had elec-
tric power. She wrote her mother that

the woman she boarded with had a
single light descending from the cen-
ter of her kitchen ceiling and that she
could take out the bulb, screwin a plug
and operate her electric toaster. The
toaster sat in the middle of the kitchen
table enabling them to have warm toast
made right in front of them.

Irene was so taken with this mod-
ern amenity that she wrote her mother
and said, “Isn’t that grand?”

~ Sharon Nesbit
Volunteer Upcoming Events
Opportunities May 3
Tea & Tour at
1. Electrician April 19 The Barn Museum

2. Grant Writer

3. Museum Host
4. Office Help

S. Museum Host
6. Scrap booking
7. Museum Host

Please call AdrienneClausen at
503-665-5288 to Volunteer

Round Robin Museum Tour
Phillip Foster Farm
McLoughlin House

Barclay House

April 20
Oral History
Sharon Nesbit will interview Elsie
Simnitt

11 am. and 2 p.m.

May 17
Cemetery Tour
Fort Vancouver & Beyond

June 7
Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social
at the barn Museum
More info later!




THS needs an electrician who is
certified and is willing to donate
some time to the historical society.
We need some more power to the
shop/kitchen area so we can hold
functiuons at the Barn Museum.
Please call Terry at the Depot 503-
661-2164.

Tentative plans for the May
Cemetery tour are taking shape.
It may change a little bit, but for
now it looks like we will be going
to the Old City Cemetery,
Vancouver Barricks Post Cemetery,
Vancouver National Park Cemetery

(gift shop, restrooms, picnic

DINE ON THE SANDY RINER
ONE MILE
€AST OF TROUTDALE
ONTHE
HISTORIC COLUMBIA
RINER HIGHWAY
(503) 6665337

W TADSCHICDUMP.COM

MICHAEL R. SMITH
Portland Parts Distribution Center
MANAGER

INTERNATIONAL TRUGK AND
ENGINE CORPORATION
PARTS GROUP

22638 NE TOWNSEND WAY
FAIRVIEW, OR 97024

T 503 660 1501
F 503 860 1570
michael.smith@nav-international.com

C 971 322 5277

grounds and museum tour), Ft,
Vancouver Restoration ($3 entrance
fee unless one has a National Parks
Pass (Golden Age, Golden Eagle
Acess, or Senior Access). The Se-

Fort Vancouver and Beyond 3

nior access is available at the Fort for
$10 and is a lifetime pass for Seniors
over 62 to all National Parks, BLM
Parks, etc. The pass will admit seniors
to Crater Lake, Oregon Dunes and
some of the State Parks on the Coast.

The blacksmith and bakery should
be operating at the Fort. If time al-
lows, stop #5 would be at Pearson Air
Field, one of the nations oldest oper-
ating airfileds. Admission to the air-
park is $8.00, but we are working on
a discount.

Farmers Market comes

back to the Depot park-

ing lot from April Sth
through October. [§

This card by Sarah Lowe is
available at the Depot Store.

SM 8130 am- Lo |

mindy schmidt A < 2
1maging services

g PH 503.805.5008
FX 503.695.6711
EM mindy®mindyschmidt.com
www. mindyschmidt.com
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sage, history, art and more.
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2126 $.W. Halsey St. - Troutdale, Oregon - (503)
memenamins.com

77wmas A. Graves CP.A. PC.

Certitled Public Accountant

Phone: 503-667-2511 « JFax: 503-667-2512
tomgle34@excite.com
710 N. Matn Ave.. Gresham, OR 97030

Len Otto

o Personal Hlstorian ~

Savmg your stories for posterity
Specxaltzmg in oral and video hwtartes

503- 663-0794 - sal_monS2@yahoo.com .
* Member; Association.of Personal Hisiorians

Ed and Phyllis Thiemann ¢ 503-695-5126 » www.brickhaven.co
38717 East Historic Columbia River Highway * Corbett, Oregon 9701'14

g
CHERRY@PARK
PLAZA

Independent Senior Living
“Life Your Own Way”

1323 SW Cherry Park Rd.
Troutdale, OR 97060
Phone: (503) 491-166|
Fax: (503) 492-3958

Cell: (503) 348-1100

Neil Handy

Marager/Owrier

Bab & Ilona Brent & Teresa

SKIPPER & JORDAN
y NURSERY /3,

WHOLESALE/RETAIL j{” a

Quality Nursery Stock Direct From Grower
(503) 663-1125
Wholesale (503) 663-0725
Fax (503) 663-4245

Comer of Orient Dr & Short Rd
29690 S.E. Orient Dr * Gresham, OR 97080

POTATOES
BERRIES

28245 S.E. DIVISION DR
TROUTDALE, OREGON 97060

(503) 665-8328
FAX: €69-7783

WILLIAM B. STREBIN
& SONS

Columbia River Gallery
305 E. Hist. Columbia River Hwy
Troutdale; Oregon 97060

Award \»Vinnihg Framing
Fine Art Gifts

Donna Erwin
Tues-Sat 10-5

(503) 491-8407
Fax (503) 491-8808




Mission Statement: Non Profit

To gather, preserve and make available material relating to the history of the Presorted .
community of Troutdale, the Sandy River, the Columbia River Gorge and nearby | Standard Mail
area: To stimulate interest in, and knowledge of, the locality’s past.

Troutdale, OR

Troutdale Historical Society

104 SE Klbling St. .
Troutdale, OR 97060 Permit No. 5

Phone 503-661-2164

) Change service requested
www.troutdalehistory.org

THS Board of Directors
Scott Cunningham, President
Mona Mitchoff, Vice President
Jean Holman, Secretary
Tom Graves, Treasurer
David Ripma, Past President
Ed Thiemann, Past President
Sheryl Maydew, Bookkeeper
Jean Hybskmann
Helen Wand
Jean Ice
Mary Bryson, Curator
Paula Goldie
Volunteer Staff
Terry Huston, Director
Mario Ayala, Office Asst.
Doneva Shepard, Genealogist
Jennifer Munson, Librarian
Terry Huston, Newsletter
Adrienne Clausen, Volunteer Host
Coordinator
Dave Munson, Maintenance

Our Thanks...from THS...to the
following for their support

Thank you for your donations:
Scott & Eileen Cunningham

Freida Ryland
Jean Buck
In Memory
of Ike Handy A
KenOttO — ;................................
Centennial Monument
In Memo ry We have taken penny jars to Troutdale and

Sweetbriar Elementary so the kids can get a plaque
on the arch. Watch this space next month to see how
much they raised! If you have pennies to add to their
jars, please drop them by the Depot.

of Orlin Huston

Bob & Louise Dix
Ken Otto




